Introduction
John Calvin regarded himself as Luther's student. If Luther was the fundamental Protestant theologian who bequeathed to Calvin and the rest of the magisterial Reformers the distinction between Law and Gospel as interpretative categories and the Protestant doctrine of justifi cation and then, arguably, with the exception of Augustine, no other post-canonical writer was more infl uential in the formation of Calvin's Protestant theology.
1 The structure of the fi rst edition of his Institutes of the Christian Religion (1536) was recognizably Lutheran: the fi rst half of the Institutes concerned the law and the second half concerned the gospel. He also expressed his theological kinship to Luther (and to those Lutherans who would have him) by expressing support for and subscribing the Augsburg Confession (1530) during his stay in Strasbourg. 3 That suspicion was profound enough to earn a place in the Formula of Concord (1577). 4 Indeed, the adjective "Calvinist" was a creation of gnesio-Lutheran, anti-Calvin, polemics and "crypto-Calvinist" was a damning epithet aimed at supporters of Philip Melanchthon during the mid-sixteenth century. 5 At issue is the discrepancy between Calvin's self-perception (and the way he usually appears to modern Calvin scholarship) as Luther's faithful, if sometimes dissenting, student and his image among confessional Lutherans in America as a crypto-sacramentarian, rationalist, an illicit and unauthorized corrupter of the faith. 6 This representation of Calvin is frequently invoked in modern, confessionalist, Lutheran literature. For example, the entry s.v., "Calvin, John" in the Lutheran Cyclopedia (1954), says, "Luther's infl uence on [Calvin's] doctrinal formulations is undeniable. There existed, nevertheless, a distinct difference between the two reformers characterized by Calvin's predominantly formal and legalistic approach to Christianity in contrast to Luther's warm and evangelical spirit."
